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HITLER'S SECRETDIARIES

ing. “From now on,"” he writesin 1932, 1
shall record my political sctions and
thoughts in notes, 1n order 0 preserve
them for posterity ke every other politi-
cian." In 1943 he remarks: “Bormans
psked me recently what 1 intended 1o do
with these books [ explained io him that
I, too, would one day retire when [ felt
that the time kad come, and make way for
o person. | have recorded my
umh':ﬁﬂlghhin ihe books so that [ shall
later be able to form an exact picture of
certain evenis In that way [ shall be able
1o make an accurate and unchallengeable
verdict an everything that happened.™

Trevor-Foper saw the diarics as a ¢al-

culated appeal 1o world opinion, *He
recorded what be wished posterity (o be-
lieve,” wrote Trevor-Roper, “and no
dioubt he omitted what he wished them 1o
overlook.” That view is shared by other
suthorities on the Nar era. *'When mos
of his diary was written,."” says Professor
Weinberg, “he thought that Germany
wioald win oral beast that the Third Reich
would survive. . . Hewascreating hisown
legend of himsell."

Hitler never got a chance to wnite his
memodrs, and in any case his verdicts are
far from unchallengeable. But the diznes
and the separate volume on Hess do affer
some infereiting new insights into the
early stages of World War 11 Stern will
devote its next insallments of the Hitler
papers entirely to the Hess aflair, in part
because Hiss is still alive in Berlin's Span-
dap prison, where the convicied war
criminal will furn 89 this week, When
Hess piloted a Messerschmitt 110 to Brt-
win in May 1941 on what he said was a

peacemnaking mission, Hitler quickly de-

In an esay published lasi weekend,

Cowver story: Unsealing the diaries

Asndell Taking a claser Iu-ull.ltn-lﬁm ink—and Hitler's IIII'IIHH‘H

ARE THEY GENUINE?

ing was nearly illegible, an odd mixture of
old German and Latin seript. Hilton

Are the Hitler diaries genuine or a bril-
liane, disbolical frawd? Stern magazing
saps historfons and handwriting experts
have fTrmily established their authenticity,
Hut Stern's experts saw only one page from
the Hewr volure and a few other docu-
ments, mof pheir (il comtenis And Serm s
rush [o press was sure o raise gdoubis, naf
seéttle themi. The German experts would
nov disciss thelr procedures lasr week,
Ordway Hilton, a Sourk Caroling docu-
meni examiner who worked with Skerm,
told NEWSWEEE thar the documents ke
tested were genuine. Bul g great historical
paper chass wad r:'tul.l'.rf..lu:r-l' -bl.'gfl'l'l'll'-ﬂi-

document business, Ordway Hilton,
69, kas had some fascinating tasks. He
pocurately denounced Clifford Imving's
“autoblograpby™ of Howard Hughes asa
fuke and cast doubt on the comtroversial
Hughes “Mormon Will." Last Apnl Stem
editor Thomas Walde and acting pubdish-
er Wilfried Sorge came to his door beanmg
a handful of notes, letters and auio-
graphed photos—all known tobein Adolf
Hitler"s hand. They also brought two
pages whose authorship was less certain:a
document concerning Rudolf Hess and
the text for a telegram to Miklds Horthy,
Hitler’s Hungarian regent. Hilton's job
was 10 determine if the pages werein Hit-
ler's handwriting. The Stem executives
“didn't say where the documents came
from,”* says Hilton, “snd [ didn’t ask.™
Since Hilton knew only a few words of
German, he asked for typed transcripts of
the pages. “If you don’t know the lan-
EUAZE, ¥OU Can go wrong in guessing what
somebody meant,” he explained. He pho-
tographed the pages, enlarged some pho-
tos 10 make & chart and examined others
under binocular microscopes. The papers
were in good condition, bul the handwrit-

I n his 45 years in the handwriting and

nived that the “s’s,"” “I's"™ and “h's"" were
virtually indistinguishable, the “n’s™ and
“m"s"* were little more than wavering
limes and the “i"s™ and “e's" were so short
they were almost invisible, “Thesaare the
individualities that help to identify,” be
sald. He compared the signatures—_the
curious “Adoll™ resembling a double T;
the stylized H, followed by dna:ndlrl:
rigrags. He looked for telltale signs of
forgery, such as odd breaks betwesn Jet-
ters. Alter two weeks, Hiltom sad he
reached the point “where there was jusd
no gquestion™: both documents wene Writ-
ten by Adolf Hitler.

Experis in Europe went through the
same process over the following wecks.
Dir. Max Frei-Sulzer, former head of fo-
rensic services for the Lunch polace de-
pariment, reparied that there could be mo
doubt that both of the documents were
written by Adoll Hitler personally. Ex-
perts at the Landeskriminalamt, the Ger-
man FBI, looked at a different se aof
papers, but their conclusion was the same:
the originals could be called authentic
with a probability that verged on certun-
ty. Like Hilion, neither knew the histori-
cal issue at stake or of the mystery invalv-
ing Hitler's pilot, Hans Baver, a plane
erash, postwar gatherings on Hermann
Giring’s yacht or a pipeline into East
Germany. Noneclaims (o have suthenti-
cated the Hitler diaries.” *What | have
verified is two samples of writing,' said
Hilton. *“1 don't know what's on [other
pages]orwhetherthewriting is thesame.”

The olfficial German criminal lab also
conducled a chemical analysis on & sam-
phe ol notebook paper from the disrics and
reported that the sample was “typical of

used by Germans in the 19530s and
1940, " (Hher document expens said that
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was scant prool ol suthenticity. A forger
would have no difficulty finding paper
and ink that ane 40 years old,” declured
New York handwriting expert Charles
Hamilton. “T*ve had stacks of Hitler's
own stationery."” Shown photocoples of
the same documents Hilton had verified
s authentic, Hamilton said, “This is nod
only & forgery, but a bad forgery.” Tiny
“hair threads™ around the letiers, he
cluamed, might be a tip-off that “new ink
wis put on old paper.” (Hilton stands by
his analysis, which was hased on origi-
muls.} Hitler is extremely popular with
forgers. Hamilton receives af least one
Hitber forgery a month. *T once got a
*Hitler skull" through the mail,” he said.
“The guy didn’t know Hitler's teeth werns
very crooked. The skull's teeth were in
perfect shape.”

A few grest forgers have leamned to foil
authenticators for a time. Clifford Irv-
ing's mudsceous Hughes “autohiog-
raphy™ in 1972 initially fooled not only
handwriting experts, but MecGraw-
Hill and Time Inc., though it netted
him 17 months in jail. Reached at his
home in Mexico, Drving said it would
be possible to forge o set of Hitler
diaries. "I"d get a few lengthy samples
of Hitler's handwriting—they don’t
have o be original, copies will do,” he
said. “T'd shop around for the proper
paper and ink. Cme wouldn't have to
do much research—so much has been
written about the man." Mastering the
handwriting might 1ake only a couple
of weeks, Irving mused, and a skillful
forger could easily adapt changes in
the subject’s style. It doesn™t toke
much to fool “internationally re-
nowned handwriting experts,” he
said. “'We learned that back in 1972."

One of those lnlmg; hoodwinked
was Mew York handwriting expert
Russell Osbarn, who says he mistak-
enly verified ihe Hughes papers be-
cause he was allowed to see only &
fraction of them. “If 1 were 1o judge
the authenticity of the Hitler diaries, |

would want (o loak at every volume,™ he
said. Kenneth Rendell, a leading docu-
ment defective and dealer of historical
papers whom MNEWSWEEE hired as a
comsuliant on the Hitler diaries, agrees.
Parts of the Hitler papers could be genu-
e and parts could be fake, Rendell sug-
gests. “There's & possibility that the first
five years of this are genuine, and then
somebody made up the rest.” If some
diary pages were filled in, Rendell main-
Lains, exarminatmn using ultravioled |ii|'ll
and a microscope could spot telltale
clues. Pages added to the niebooks later
woiild alss show great differences i flu-
orescence uader ultraviolet Hght. But to
make such checks, Rendell points out,
an investigator would have to see the
entire sef of papers.

In fact, to thorowghly authenticate the
volumes, Rendell said he would Investi-
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gate everything—from paper to ink to
heamncl wri[ing tor bindings. He would alo
check into the EII-EEﬁ] provenence of the
documents. The amount of moisture in
the paper, for example, can show whether
documents have been kept in an attic ora
cellar. He would also compare the writ-
ings against historical records and Hit-
ber's “'table talks""—notes stalfers made af
Hitler"s dinner conversations—for incon-
sistencies. And he would examine the
scals and backup signatures, which are
aften shasddily produced in forgeries, he
says. A clever forger, he noted, might also
buy genuine letiers or signatures—aboui
5250 each—nnad affix them onto forged
vl umees,

“1 have no evidence whatsoever to be-
lsewe that the dinries are fakes." Rendell
said. “But there's no evidence [so far] 1o
belseve they're penuine” Siern’s docu-
ment experts were given “very, very
Ittle o work wath.,” he observed.
“They were denied access to what they
really needed tosee.” Rendell believes
the vodumes may well be genuine be-
cause the nsk of error s so great in a
forgery of that size. But without proper
mvesligation, their authenticity may
never be completely accepied. “Those
who want to believe it will,” he la-
ments. “Those who don't can dismiss
it. It could be o very important part of
history and nobody will really know.™

Remdell’s prediction may be fore-
dalled il Stern eventually gives the
papers (o the West German archives,
as promised. There, they will pre-
sumahly be available to historians,
document experts and the public for
angomg study and scrutiny, But that is
likely to be months or years from now.
A thorough examination would take
years longer. In the meantime, the de-
bate over the authenticity of Hitler's
secrets—and their ultimate valus to
history—is certain (o conlinue,
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wxibeli.” And aller the German invasion
o Poland in 1939, Hitler confided 10 the
fanies that “no reprisals [were] 10 be ear-
eed cut against the population —an order
abich, if he ever gave if, was utterly violat-
dby his Army.

Beyond matters of content were some
mubling istues of form. Expecially in his
keryears, Hitler had trouble putting pen 1o
mper. His writing was impaired by shaking
J i, perbaps—argue some—becanse of
hrkinson's disease. He also suffered from
sl disarders and possibly from injuries to
I iight arm suffered in & 1944 assassing-
kn attempt. And according to tradition,
Bitler just did not like to wrate, Prof, John
Reiner of California’s Sopoma Simte Ui
wnity has talked extensively with Hither's
eretary Christs Schroeder, who is still
#vein Munich. “She never mentioned Hit-
I keeping a diary,” Steiner said. “He al-
i dictated to his secretarics. Remember
fat be even dictated Mein Kampf.™

If Stern’s sources prove less than reli-
ke, the Hitler diaries could have comse

from anywhere. West Germany has &n ex-
tensive, shadowy market in real and fake
Mari mermorabila—and meoee than one in-
vestor has been stung over ihe yvears. Mate-
ral for faking documents in Hitler's name
is readily svailable. A forger could begin
with “Hitler, Speeches and Proclama-
tions,” a book edited by Max Domarus
that detnils Hitler's uiterances from 1912
iy 1945—the years covered by the dinries.
“Any forger would have a field day with
that book,™ said Prof, Rudall’ Binion of
Brandeis University. For years historians
have been debating many of the points
raed in the diaries—including Hitler's at-
thiude townrd British Prime Minister Mev-
ille Chamberlain sad what Hitler knew
about (ke Hess mission.

Checlee: Only painstaking analysis of the
Stern dinries can clear up all doabts. Histo-
rians can check for context. In 1941 Hitler
declared war agninsi the United States after
Pearl Harbor, “If Hitler wrole nothing
about it, we would be suspicious,™ said Prod,
LUordon Craig ol Stanford University. “Ifhe
said something preposterous, we would be
suspicious.” Other experts suggested a triv-

ia test. "I B nod common knowledge that
Hitler gaw ‘Gone With the Wind® severnl
tumes," said Jomchim Fest, a Hitler biogra-
pher. “It may be reasonable 1o expect that
he would have made an entry on that film if
he was so impressed by j"
The latest technolagy can belp out the
" researchers. Language experts can analyze
the diaries’ syniax and compare it to Hit-
les's undisputed writings. Handwriting spe-
clalists snd chemical snalysis can have their
tisffi &t the documenis. An FHI laser in
Washington has developed s #0-vear-old
fingerprint on a postcard, The FBI experts
are willing 1o help investigate the Hitler
diaries if West Germany asks—and if some-
ane can supply a matched set of Hitler's
fngerprints. For the present, Siern ex-
presses litthe interest in sharing its scoop
with any academics. But not until begiti-
mate scholars have full sccess to the 60
black booklets will it be possible to deter-
mine fof certain wheiher Sterm's seoop
amourts o history or sonsense.
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Heidemann's account of the plane crash, however, & con-

&) later used one of them to build &

i "
A Small Town in Germany
The story of Hitler's purported secret diarier began in the lintle
nilage off Bornersdorf, southwest of Dresden in what is mow Eass

Grrmany NEWSWEEK'S Maks Werrerman drove there last week
io text Stern's acoount of the discovery of the digvier Hie FopOrE

Theold wooden crosses jutted up among the yellow and purple
fowers that fecked the village cemetery. An ald woman watered
Rowers on neater graves nearby. *The diaries of Adolf Hitler?™
w2 midin surprise. * Herein our little Birnersdarf?™ Heredgeol
disbeliel quickly spread 1o the village. I don't befieve it at all.”
uaid Richard Elbe, 72, a farmer who was the first to reach the
wreck of the Nazi Junkers 152 that crashed near the village some
M years ago. Elbe also denied that anyone in ihe town had mads
off with the disries. *MNo one from Bérmnersdorf took that kind of
mln; from the P&T he said. "I would have known.”

t wasn'l quite simple,
The mayor of Ilu':imtrhiar?l:l
the time of the crash was & man
maed Max Gibel His son
Walter (not Erwin as Gerd Hei-
demanm af Stern ne-
sembers that his late father did
GTy away some documenis
from the plane *But
be certainly did not have a bax
with diaries,” the younger G&-
bel said, contradicting Heide-
mann’s sceount. After the war
Gdibed lost his job because he
kad been n Nari sympathizer.
The documents he had were
confiscated. The only other -
things salvaged from the wreck CH
werescrepsof the Junkers. Elbe
wnatched three windows and

play howse for children.

firmed by the villagers. At about a quarter to six on the marning
of April 21, 1943, Elbe still recalls, be saw a bugging plane crash
near Birnersdorf. “The next moment [ didn't see it anymore,
and hlick smoke was circling up in the forest,” he said, Elbe and
others ran to the crash. The doors on the plane were locked, the
survivors could not escape. One passenger, his legs blown off,
was sereaming for help. The next moment an ammunition cache
exploded and the wounded man disappeared in the Mames.
Another man, buttocks blown away, was hauled from the wreek.
He died after two days of agony. The only survivor wes s young
Crerman named Franz Westermnier. He walked away almost
unhurt, then vanished into the middle of the night.
Gravem The corpses of the crash victims were placed on a
horse-drawn wagon, much as Gerd Heidemann has said. A farm-
hand named Eduard Grimme, who died in 1979, brought the
bodics (0 the cemetery. *'It was just a bunch of charred bits and
peeces lying on that wagon,” said Elbe. “You could hardly ses
they were people.™ Exst Ger-
many has obierved the right of
soldiers to an clernal place of
rest, 50 the graves arestill ibere. -
Mot long sgo the son of the pilot
whao was al the controls of the
doemed Junkers 152 turned up
with plans for s memorial head-
stone for his father, The villag-
efs asked him fo erect & stone
that would also bonor the other
viclimsof the crash—including
those few whose identities are
still unkpown. The Bérmers
darfers have long been specu-
lating abowt who they could be.
Ciibel thinks he knows the
ulentity of sl least one Lasi
week he said quietly, “] have
alwaysassumed that AdoliHit-
ler himself was in the plane and
buried in oor cemetery.'
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