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Famous Americans, Hear My Ring

By Maks Wesberman

Commen witdom ameng Buropeans has
it that Americans love 10 (alk aboul thesn
selwes, [ kas to do with whal an American
writer once phrased “the cull of narcis
gigm™: The American dream I aboul
“making it,” and you only have I really
made when olfsers are aware of i 5o a lit-
the sedfl promotion can’t hert.

When Americans Lalk, Europ=ans listen,
snmelimes begrudgingly, bl always with
interest. We have Bad our oenfuries of
glory bl ihese days il k5 your [ead we fol-
bow |n Deaasineess, pullllﬁ- and, Increasingly,
culture, It was for that reason that (he edl-
e of Elseviers magazine ithe Newsweek
of Holland | recently assigned me (o
do *a hinch of Inlerviews
with famwas Amerbcans™ for @ special
Christmas lssue. *You'll have po Croubile.
Amertcans bove o be (aberviewed,” he
said, Then why after two moaths did [ leel
compelbed o beg: Please lalk 1o ne.

How, perhaps | wag seiling my goils a
bl too high, when | requested a briel Inler
view—fwo, or (heee quesilons—wilh (he
first bady. And | wasn'l very surprised
when her spokeswiman gave me a briel
“Ma," devold of explanations, Bt did [ de
tect m ol of surprise i her volce that |, a
reporter from a country (hal in the eyes of
miost Americans produces lilike mere thin
Iulips and wonden shoes, had the sualacity
1o sk lo se (he most powerful soman in
the warld? The line wenl dead before | had
a chance o remind her that the Diteh alsn
happen 1o be ihe second largest invesiors
in this country and have given Nancy's
husbhand his nicknume,

i o {perakdine Ferram. This tlme |

promised mysell I be mone lerachos.
When her personal secrelary seml me
about my business, | approached Random
| Homsge, ihrough which Geralding |5 felling
“My (wn Slory,” Like everybody rlse,
ey aaked me 1o spell oul Elseviers 1hree

or four limes. (“Whai does Elsviers
mwean?" Mothing, 1o my kneeledge ) And
Ihey were awhully frank: Geraldime & in-

terested only n the American presd since
it alks to people wiso may buy her ook,
“The botbom ling 15 this,” saikd a Random
executive, “You can gel an ipterview i
you buy lhe book,” And she didnl just
mean ane cojy. bil 4 contract with Ele-
viers lalsu a publishing hoesel, o puf
chase (he Mutch rights in ibe ook,

%n Geraldme was oul, | began siming
for Glary Hart. The New York Tines had
fusd reported his eomiaint ihal jourpalists

never mention his ideas, | was all s=t in do

just that - and get a5 far as the secreiary
lo his press secrefary. “How, how do you
spell 1he namee of your publicalbon again?™
ELSE ... “Heil rall you back.” she
said, I'm still waiting aller wo weeks.

Calvim Klein was nexl. He's of [utch
descenl, | templed his PR aide. She called
me back (wice to check the spelling ol El-
seviers. Then ealled me i say that, usfor-
Pumately, b i5 too busy pulting logether his
wardrobe for Fashion Ald, yel anolher
Elhiopia fund-ralsing exiravaganza.

Hell Slmon: His agent promised to for-
ward my request bo the studio where Neil
is filnimg his ~Arighton Beach Memolrs."”
Bul she didn't give me much hope: He's
declimimg all inferviews, al the moimend. 5o
is Mikhail Baryshnikov, who |s busy doing
. . .of [ forgel what, They're all to busy
doing samething. Stevie Wonder is busy
packing for & trip to Japan. Meryl Sireep
ks busy, period.

True, the Dulch can'l wolé in 115, elec-
thons or boewl & bink (o the og of the New
York Times best seller 51 In ibe scheme
i thimgs, the Dutch don't matter a lod. And
that i5 periaps one of the reasong why the
above are oo busy when Elseviers calls,
buf have ample tme when it's “Teday,”

Hisl there is someibing else. [ am con
vimeel that Calvin Kleim, o0, at thmes
coupes home wondering whom bo have din-
ner with. And even Neil Simon may spend
time picking ks noe belwern lakes.
That's taiwe theey eniikd spend lalking ta ne
of anher (oreign journalis.

S0 why don’l they? flerauss, in maost
caves, Lhey don’l even know we called.
Amerhcan celebrilies are ringed by a pro-
hitiitive barrier of peaple whise rule of
thmih seemnis to bez 11 you've gol 1o ask a
jeurnalist bow his publication b5 Spelled, b
ain'l woril lalking o the boes. My advice
o e stars: Ceel rid of these dopes, buy an
angwering machine apd spend live niimules
a day screening your calls, [N save yoa
maopey and the linwe Ul i€ now Speal of
dealing with sell important underlings,

Must imporiant, through a loreign joar-
nalist, you will be talking to an eager audl- |
ence, (ne thal has & passionale interest in
almost anylhing American and doesn | sal-
fer froem Ahe pumidsing eifecls of merwork
okl

Any tnkers fof an inleryiew with L5
EVIERST I'm in the phone book. And
il 17m nol o, | have o Secrelary — jusi
an answering machine,

M, Wesieniumn formeriy worked for
Rusisrss Week amd Newsweck,




