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Mining the Seabed

By Maks Westerman

 President Reage. w s00n to decide

quantities of potato-shaped nodules con-
minerals. At the cur
perl rate of of thiese mmikner-

o ehs of years.

AL s wart of the confersnce, the
developing countrien insisted that the
mizhales were the “commenon beritage of
rnkind and should be mined by a col-
lective organization, with the profits
fiowing to all cowntries. The United
Staten, however, wanted free enterprise
todo the job, After negotiations in which
Henry A. Kissinger, then Secretary of
Suate, played a role, & compromiae WA
achbewed. Under it, both the privale oon-
mriizms and & collective Iniernational
organization called Enterprise would di-
vide mining of the seabed

Administration corriemds that Entes.
prise would compete unfalirly with the
consortioms. Theoretically, this b troe.
Enterprise would recefre funds from
member SALES (0 8ot Up Operations, it
womld hawe the right of first chosce of
ciring sites, and [ts revenuss would be
taxenempt. But in practice, things
wodd work out differently. Enterprise
would be & boresocTatic mossier
ira the conmortiume” MNexibility. [t would

have no mining expertise and depend &6
tirely on the consortiuma for technolog-
cal know-how. By the time Emerprise
would be ready to stant o e
corsortiums would have a lead of almost
two decades in deing research for ses-
bed miming. It is no wonder that even

is not B8 antice a3 it appears.
are pressing for a speedy conclu-
shon of the and point ool

has slresdy been lost because of the
long time it has taken (o complete the
treaty = originally, the conference had
Eﬂﬂﬁmd adoption of the treaty in

American mining need the
safegenrds of imtermational seabed law,
Withaut them, the firrms wrill be snabis to
imserance protection. 5o if the United
in effect rejects the treaty, the
Amerbrans caspol risk mining seaheds,

" The United States would then lose its

long-standing

nommic order, Entesprise, sel op mosily
with maoney from the industrialieed
world, woald penerate a flow, hiweever
small, of financial resouroes from the
dereloped 10 the developing worlds, Re-
jection of the tresty would therefore
reinforce the thind world's impression
that President Feapan has no intention
of narmowing the gap berwesn rich &nd
st ot e

The growing perception in Eurcpe
that, if MaKY respects, America wants
to go it alone rather than cooperate
would be enhanced by abandonment of
the coeference. America’s allies do nol
cormider the trealy perfect, but they
roalize that any treaty that tries to bal
ance the interests of more than 150 coun-
tries is bound to hawe dissdvantages for
exch of them. .

Mext penr, the rest of the world will
seek [0 determine the future of twoe
thirds of the earth's surface. With =0
mach a1 stake, the United States should
ot o lmedf e be a /syt

Moby Westermon, polifical oorre-
spomcent for o Dutch radio station, is

.writing o rmaster's thesis om the United

Mations Low of the Sea Conference, of
the Columbic University School of
Jenmrmalism.



