


BEFORE AND

AEFTER

BABY DOC

The effect of twenty-cight years of dictatorship and its
downfall on Haitian art and artists,

he rumor began

spreading shorthy

after davbreak;

like most Hai-
nans, Dieudonné Cedor at
first refused to believe it But
by seven A.M. relevision and
radio confirmed rhar whar
Haini desperarely awaited for
twenry-cight years had final-
Iy occurred: the brumal, re-
pressive regame of the Du-
valies—Papa Doc and his
son, Baby Doc=had come
o an end. Most Haitians
came cut into the streets to
celebrate the flight of Raby
Doc and his wafe into exile in
France, and o hunt down
their hated secret police, the
Tonton Macoutes, But Ce-
dot, a painter long in the
forefront of Haitan arr,
mercly went to his hillside
studio to retrieve a picture
from the place held hidden
it fifteen years agn.

“I would have risked my
life had I shown this while Baby Do
was still here)” Cedor told me. The paine-
mg, Eve of Gad, represents a man chained
wate, a despondent boy looking upat

Maks Westerman is a foreign correspon-
dent who amrived in Haiti a few hours

before Baby Doc fled.

By Maks Westerman

him. [t 15 a bold representarion of the
cruelties the Duvaliers inflicted on their
countrymen. The shackles also symbal-
ize the stunting effect of three decades
of dictan rship on the development of
Hairian art. “The artist has to develop
in an environment thar ence wrages free
cxpression,” Cedor said. *Under Duval-

ier we were forced to keep
our dreams to ourselves”
Political and social dreams,
that is. Bur dreams as unpre-
dictable and often bizarre
fighes of fancy have always
been the lifeblood of Hai-
nan art. Rarely docs one find
4 painter who reniders an ac-
Curte representaton of real-
ity. Dreamlike escapism is
vpical of Haiti, and is the
reason why so many fi
ers fall in bove with the coun-
try, despite the hearntrending
poverty around them.
Haiti is today the poornest
country im the Western
Hemisphere; in the streets
of Porr-au-Prince people still
dic of srarvation and disease.
Ninety percent of Haiti's 6
million people are illiterare
and impoverished, subject
to a caste system that divides
the Creole-speaking, black
majority from the French-
speaking, mularto minority,
But their African, Indian, and Western
roots have combined to produce a vib-
rant culture with overtones of gRiety,
fantasy, and mysticism. The manifesta-
nons of Haitian creativity are every-
where: in the brightly painted rap-raps
—buses—that crowd the streets of Port-
au-Prince, in the ormate, colorful flags

Hecoor Hyppolize (nbove), the msost iqendary Haittan artin, wwr a houngan, or madoo priest, Haitian artiss continge
o moorporale wodoo elements in mich pantingg @t Edoward Dioval-Carris 1979 Azaka: Agro Rex (kft).
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Haiti is “90 percent
Catholic and
100 percent voodoo.”

used in voodoo ceremonics, and in the
cartoons of Baby Do sold all over Haiti
in the days following his downfall,
Most of the pictures of Haiti's 4,000
“naive” and rwentv-rwo academically
trained astists are sct in parsdisiacal land-
scapes and radiare cheerfulness. Yet, iron-
ically, it was a painting with a reahstc
theme thar led to the “discovery™ of Has-
tian naive art in 1944, Shortly after
opening a “Centre d'Art” in Port-au-
Prince to foster native talent, DeWitt
Peters, an American painter, received The
Arvinal of Franklin Roosevels in Cap Har-
sien, Hee reacted at first with indifference.
“Ar the time Perers later recalled, “1
was not at all interested in priminve art,
However, and by a fortunate chance,
we bought the picture (for 55 worth
of art materials and $5 cash) and wrote
an encouraging letter to the artise”
Thar astist was Philomsé Obin, 3 barber,
coffee-bean trader, and clerk. Oban has
sinee become the patnarch of Hunan
art; his picturcs now sell for up to
§10,000, At nincry-four, he's sill pro-
lific, and his tiny second-floor studio

Jveauees- Richard Clrery, wiho peased
Mother and Child (rgbe) i 1960,
wewt on fo peoduce fowrnt wer. sl
Clade Gandere's Madonna (abowe) £
alio a poreesit of Mumse Duvalser.










Bishop Voegeli, who had been an
important inspiration to artists, was forced out
of the country at gunpoint in 1964.

in Cap Haloen, a piciunssque village
on Hain's northern coast, i one of the
LOAWTL S TN RoukrEst attractions. “Ic's far
prefierable to beringr 1_.'|||1l|:|ml.:|:| Cian mold
me a5 he sat '|_1|.|1|.|1 { his casel in a room
cluttered with recent work and wairted
patiently for me to pull our my camera.

The acceptance of Obin's work by
Petens's Centre A,
and Obin's subae-
quent
from years ol pover-
tv, obscurnry, and the
mockery of neigh-
b o hus “chiddssh™
picourcs, bed 2 mum-
ber of other maive ar-
s oo come  fors
wand. Among them
was Hector Hyppo-
e, 3 house panter

CINC TEEI'IL'I:

Charles Alfred Voegeli, had local artists
adormn Sainte Trnité cathedral with mur-
als. Besides depicting the central cvents
of Christianity = the Nativity, the Cruci-
fixion, the Ascension=the murals also
incorporte clements of voodoo, Hain's
dominant religion. Voodoo has no for-
mal theology, but belich in lbar (spinis)
and in the ability of
the bowngan and
wamia | pricstesses)
[0 SUMITHND Aer Ak
will s widespread.
The cliche has it that
Flarty 15 920 percent
Catholic and 100
percent voodoo”
Voodoo gods, in
VAMous guiscs, pop
up in the work of
mvoat Haitkan anises.

and  bonmgan = voo-
dioos 'pm:s.T-wlm had
boen using chicken
feathers as brushes
and leftover hodise
paint for s pictunes,
and had been lirerally
starving in the small
o of Se. Marc.,
Ome of Hyppolite's
paintings has since
fetched the highest
price ever paid for a
Haitian work of art;
S48, 000, The hun-
dreds of pictuncs he
painted before  his
death in 1948, all | gced by °

Prinec’s Cema

in 15944,

Where to see uurl' by

v The Davenpart (Towa) At Galbery
has the beit colleaon of Harian naive
art 10 Amenca. Lo G, Hoffman, the
dircctor, has Ell.l':*-.l'-h:d Hairian Arr
Thee Levprrasd iiwaad Ly of i Nivive Trauat-
fon, 525 plus 55 possape.

= The best place oo buy Haitan ant |
1w 1n Haati. ]'||:1|','_|'_'||'| prices abpoad hanee |
recently plommered becaase af the
Fu.l-_||.._'.'|| rarmiail, they are stall muach
higher than ar the sounce. Port-au-
| re o A, whach entrodus-
cd Hairian naive armts o the world
sgill operates, and holds
-|_-||.:.|i:-. in cscpowe Bor the artats. The
Canluar Gallery abun carmes art mot pro-
“ammembly ™

Fdouard Dwuval-Car-
rits Azaba: Ago-
Rex, for example,
portrays the god of
growing things. Be-
cause “Papa Azaka®
never rests, he has
one red eve to enable
him to see in the
dark, Most Hainans
picture him in rags,
but Duval-Carnié,
the scoon of a weal-
thy colonial Brmily,
has made him one of
“the happy few™
The actenmion chat
was suddenly focus-
ed on Halttan art in

done wit h INTCmac
religious zeal, show

a dazzling imagination and nchness af

color and composition. .".L".'ﬂnting 0
André Breton, Hyppolite was "the guar-
had he been known
in France, Breton said, he would have
altered the course of French art

As international pragse grew, toswnsts
started flocking to Hairi, particularly

after 1949, when the Episcopal bishop,

dian of a secret™

the ecarly Fifties
wowed the seeds of s decay as well
Responding to the demand for their
work, many artists began assembly-line
producton, painting at breakneck speed
and copying their own pictures and
those of ther competitors, Jacques-
Richard Chery was one painter who got
caught up in the drive to produce com-
monplice ware covigmnmnd o paoe B8

Heewor Hyppolite's pork, puch ar Birds, Flowers, and Mnk Baker (imboe),
war motsvaied by woodoo symboliom. The work of I reccessors, smuch ar beitx
Brwoclve, wire In.unrn[ Jungle (left), i offem merely decorasine
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Fa Whm-tTmhlu,wuhuwmemmmmhnﬁh allranuhlmm to Rio's beaches. '

Crime takes no holiday in RlO

Murder common m city == 15 people are killed on average day

By Maks Westerman
Special o The Star

RI0O DE JANEIRO — In her tiny
Bp.ururr.'ml near Copacabana beach, a
razillan widow chats cheprfully about
her grandchildren and the weatber.
when a foreign visitor broaches
the topic of crime, does she think of
relating what happened lo a neighbor,
Just the day bafore.

] was taking a nap, bul woke up
hearing mulfled screams” she sayi
“\When the noise died away, 1 went back
to sleep. It later turped oul the woman
downsialrs had been strangled by ber

maid. q
“1 must say, though, it was her
aown fault. hired the ma
:s:]nng for recommendations mt way .
you're sure Lo get a thiel — or worse.”
Murders have become s0 COMMOoT:
place in Rio that people discuss them, if
at all, in a laconic, matter-of-fact man-
ner mggﬁhng they're lalking about
minor tralfic accidents.

78 corpses

On average, 15 people a day are l[Id
in Rio, one of the 'lurld'!. muli violent
cities. Ome in about every 3000
died viclently last year —

number of just four years ago.

The situation has become S0 Worri-

m:m: that the U.3. government is
deliberating whether to label the cﬂr
unsafe Tor lourists.

Rio's new chief Helio ﬂlh]'l g
has been unable to sobve the crisis of o

iwice the

" bank robber to

ﬂmL lmﬂlrh!ﬂﬂm:ﬂulﬂtdlph

iee tracked down a
garage of the Dutch
consulate, where M was Irying to hide
I'll.! ufn behind Ooms’ car,
#'m scared, 1 admit it," says the
diplomat. “When I'm oulside at Mﬂtt,l

Last wmmﬂ

“ome i wfﬁmﬁt
protect themselves. More nuh!t-

edly follow sult aller hearing the hair-

ralsing story of a Hangarian celiea
Last month, gunmen invad his
apartment, Encounlering his wife, they
t her head through a nocse, threalen-
1o hang her and rape her 15-year-old

'dl1.l.|'.|!l'.ﬂ', unless ' she gave them her

: “Fﬁnlelgn!rs are

considered prime u:r-
gels — re richer and m’len
rant of the Llve measures l..u
sl nalives

anuﬂ.!l.l are the only ones who stop at

red lights after dark — thus ng
an invitation to robbers to jump them.
Maore than 700 cars a month are stelen

the threat of arms, -.-rhl1u thieves

mulnﬂftﬂht.:ﬂm arked cars
huﬂlﬂ.l avorite stakeout of
g.l thel pmﬁ-mbm:::
announce thelr y
expensive watches, puﬂ!ﬂ wﬂﬁ
w ny warnings, omen
II'I W
aften insist on deckin themselves oul
like Christmas trees,” says @ foreign
diplomat.
summer, after gunimen ralded

Itﬂm!d
In addition to

lht{

A I‘ew'-'uhllm'
{hird Copacabana im
I'lHlIII!IrI wns and
brought along French and
interpreters to transiote their demands
o tourists.

The widening gap between rich and
poor Brazilians — alr the largest of
I:f!. maler country — is orims
r. fn all m-j-ur efties. But has a
firm Je ﬁ;ﬂ because of the disper-
ﬂ;ﬂ of IE-:H: lhml:;

wg]mn SOMe o poshest ne
barhoceds. FEE

*Tha anly have Lo down Lo
mmﬁfmn in terms of the qual-
Mty of lile in Brazil" says economist

o Werneck.
favelas are home to a fith of
Rio's 10 million peeple. They lack basic
gmmem gervices, and YaCuum
; ing filled by narcolics
traflickers, dillr[hut! food, provide
Eﬁdanﬂ basic heaith care, and even
mt.:hﬂ'll:nhnhmh. g
return, the gangsters, some
thun]‘nmr jeemen, are treated ke

medern-day Hobin Hoods.,
Police I"ll‘tl].l' enter the mob-rubed

pung..im_md ind

uhl,i,iI aul:mmui]:u
ber, alter dm nl‘dllhurln.g.
< 8N “hﬂninn hm:" of hu ]ro-
lice fl.nl

bruh %Enu. war heln:n I“J'l'ﬂl am'
rifles with infra-red sights
mmﬂlﬁd turned. out lo have

crime. In fact, during one September. “ gy hotels e pensive come from their own arsenas, and 15
weekend after he Look over from a m:r- ﬂl:m E’.‘ut:,' ﬁgﬂuhum IL;'.Iﬂr safe ﬂﬁﬂ" were dismissed o corruplion
l.ﬂﬂ‘lillhd incompetent :J"- m boxes, thie 'UE w 5
total nl‘ 78 bu -tiﬁ ﬂuﬁmﬁ'; to 155!& a u-lmﬂl,qw.
some showing bt e 1 nki nmun u:h
fﬂuﬂkﬂlheﬂre&?ﬂ”hﬂﬂ' L I:u%{:r viuh::r:tu +
were quvl ring the hﬂ H
nuhr:nﬂr of uﬂﬁ":ﬂmu'ﬁgu, up: of the million twrh‘l-t Limtudln ﬂuﬁ
principally of férmen or off-duty cops Cﬂﬂllﬂﬂm visit mmu 3.r,
who are disilusioned with 1he legal A 7 to the US embassy and prom
loglstical resirictions_placed on!Ric's hand out advising truvﬂhm
demorallzd palice force. L hew to the city's dangers.

Individual citizens have als6
shool back. In September, a 1
. boy was gunned down after

| @
i ng up

got off. A fortnighl later 'Imﬂdl_ﬁ'l
wmmuibymﬂlwruhwl.i g |
“The magical Image of

nitely gives people a

.-....-_ilra-u-ll-l-l'n'-'l--q-l 4

gers. The bullet hit him as he "% ¢ +

P e
.-

city also promised to put 1,400,

Mﬂ%‘ﬂ-‘*‘“ u‘q-;ti;er,anulm lmt:hlm neighbar:

abbers

i
-




Paraguay’s

dictator faces

rising tide of discontent

ACCORDING o
dom, one owi of three Pa
men is cither a cop or a bEr.
Whatewer the exact number, Pres-
idemt Alfredo Stroessmer appar-
ently considers it insufficient.

In recent weeks Parnguayuns
have seen the :mmmﬂiﬁﬂ
lante I’nn:u.-ﬁ* .qt_dmpnd' | to queell §
Tisi tion agains:
I.he%mtﬂ:m;muﬂ Stnoess.
ner established 33 years ago.
Equipped with sticks and bicycle
chains, the toaghs first appeared
sin weeks thwarting a rally

i lﬁ. the opposition.
t initially seemed an Eolated
incident soon lumed out to be
junta policy; the mobilisation of
members of the ruling Colorado
party to defemd what was called

lar wis-

their “ideological interests.”
The mdve prove CouRler-
uctive. I embaldened

sident Strocsanct™s cacmics
Chea lkcs, Bt ays 3 oMRige
. SAYE &
diplomat in Asuncids, “these
days there are ot mMany pro-gov-
ernmeni people left Im  the
counLry ™.

The widespread disaffection
dates back to early August, when
a simmering dispute within the
Enlmdnaﬂﬁm' d to & serious

it. The "Tradicionalisias", who
meour & produsl (ransition to-
wards civilan government, were
cxpelied from the parly, amd a
smaller wing. the “Militanies",
took contral.

Their unpopular leader, Sabino
];:H:iidnu Hh mhcu hud:

. Mr taparo
Lhe rl:pn-.-.im: Interior Mindstry,
and in 1976 was cxpelled from the
Roman Catholic charch because
of his imvolvement in the torture
of chizrch workers.

By openly siding with the mili-
mm.nﬁniﬂcn! SLrocisner as-
sured his nomination for another
cight-year term = and, because
the h@mﬂ;;:_ elec-
tion process, his re. ion in
February, But by ing e
mare moderate  radibionalsis,
the Geperal has antagonised his
pln't_]' rank and file.

Since the assassination of the
Micaragean dictator, Anastasio
Somora, in Pamaguay seven year

has guaranteed his
re-election — but made
yet more enemiles, as
Maks Westerman
writes from Asuncidn

. the Oeneral leaves little 1o

nce. Wherever he goes, sol-
diers line the route. "My '
pents will mot have the sati
Ihﬂﬂllﬂﬂiﬂ!ﬂﬂ]llﬂ“m
orf Duvalser,” be has said.

Whale that may not be t;immh
nend Presadent Stroscss-
et I:F..tmﬂ for concern. The
Colorado party's strength bes in
its penetration of all seciors of
mlﬂ!'hhmh

AT, Enost
student mﬁmﬂt aban-
dosed the Colorsdos and parts of
ithe labour force are also defiant.

The Roman Catholic church
bt

£s wha are

‘ln-lnrrtutpt-.::lnhut af arable
land (80 per cent of the land is
owned by three per cent of the
lnmdowners — the highest con-
ﬁlgiunh in South America).

urch is ina st tioin:
ithe President is l-n:?h"mpn;]'md
ithe . who is due to wvisit
Asancidn in May.

Half a dozen anti-Stroessner
panties, most of them {llegal, now
l:ﬂﬂ!l]tﬂt within the country. Im
April, Presidend Strocssner lifted
the ﬂ,l.ll:ﬂp'-:.: that had been in
force since the beginming of his
rule, and he allowed the most im-
portani opposition leader, Dao-
mhhfllh'nmmwhm-

Laing, an economisd and
movelist, has sucooeded in stifling
misch of the itisn in-fight-
ing, and his ral Party has
organised joint rallies with other
parties, “This s a new phenomen-
on,” says Enmgue Bordenabe, ed-
itorial j:ﬁ:er of ABC Color, a
newipaper President Stroessner
putl oull of business in 1984, “Op-
positian leaders meet each otber
over a beer, find solutbons to-

muﬂ:ﬂ—u they go o jail
ince his return, Mr Laino has

His
declared pemona non ; lasi
monik he was pamed
“pumber one sebversive™ and ac-

cused of l.nlmnﬂ terrorism.
“The junta il:limﬁmtnd
with & new level of political sctiv-
ity aned hais to come up with an ex-
tion," says o Western diplo-
miat, sdcling that Mr Taylor was “a
m_ﬁ;plt the turmail™,
military continwe to be the
final arbiters of Parngosyan -
tics, as they have been
511: couniry’s history. “We have
£ arguments,” Oppmition
leader F:mndunﬁm “They
hawe the gues.™

nmﬂhmmn::ih:hnhm
ki Faguay on solen
wheels.
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